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Dear Directors Watson and Beaudreau and Administrator McCarthy, 
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We write today to e)Cpress extreme concern regardlns recent news reports of the potentlally wtde· 

spread use of a variety of well stimulation techniques in offshore oft and aas drillina operations. As 

residents of and lqtslltors in C.lifomfa, we know firsthand how devastatins a spill in the oce1n is. 

While almost 40 years aso. tt is not easy to forset the nation's third taraest oll spill off the coast of Sa,... 

Barbara, which devastated the coastal environment and local economy for years. 

Hydraulic fracturins or •tracking" is a cont rsial well stimulation tKhnique. tt's dear t~ ~m 

frackiftl technotosv is beins utilized on a more resular basis in order to boost production and satisfy the 

demlnd for domestally produc~ oil a~ natun~l aas. tn addition to fracklna, other Dlnced ~It 

stimulation tKhniq may also be currently used for offshore oil recovery. Consequently, it's critical 

we examl~ existina reaulatory structures in order to ensure the protection of hwmn and 

environmen~l he•tth ·in the face of modernized ~" stimulation IKhniques and the increased use of 

those techniques. 

A.s the fedet1l reaulltors for O'ffshore drilfina, we Nve some spe-cific ...... rns we hope you can ~r.ss: 

with wellltlmuiMion 
Given thlt the consequences of weft stimut.tion 

• 1re still It is Imperative thlt how any 

with the-se techniques fNY ~Unlfest themw for operation~ ~ The potentlat for leaks of toxk 
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James Watson, Tommy Beaudreau, Gina McCart~y 
August 6, 2013 

tracking and other well stimulation fluids into the ocean environment is a concern. Natural seeps exist. 
For example, Venoco, on its web site, explains that oil has been naturally leaking through the ocean 
floor: "Oil seeping into the Channel and onto the beaches is sometimes blamed on oil companies. Yeti 
history confirms that natural seeps are the cause of this phenomenon."1 If tracking and other well 
stimulation techniques are not specifica lly tracked, permitted, inspected and monitored, it is not clear 
how regulators would be able to assure t he public that these fluids are not also seeping through t he 
natural fractures already in the rocks. 

Onshore leakage and spills of well stimulation fluids can be readily monitored. How is a leak detected 
from a failure of well or formation integrity offshore? Additionally, how is appropriate disposal of the 
waste well .stimulat ion treatment fluids assured? This is especially worrisome given the proximity of 
these operations to sensitive marine reserves. 

Additional environmental review for well stimulation offshore 
To date, all the well stimulation techniques approved by the Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

_{..< _E~~c:'.r~~_!l! _(~~~~e~~~1ft~~ J¥e ~?~Wft~t~~~bgtfl~ipf~'ra~rMll?~ l ~?rmitc; . It c;ppmc; ohvious tha anv 

'fornia' s regulatory role 
;II .I -c~ ..... ,...e Csas:a l Zc~e Jlaragernent Act, upon certification of a state's coastal management 
g .. 2 ....... a ~esera age,...cy m~st conduct its activities (including federal development projects, permits 

- ~E-ses an ass s:ance to state and local governments) in a manner consistent with the state's 
:if·ec 'Jrcgr2rn. :>o ne Ca~:tornia Coastal Commission review these permit modifications for 
s·s er~ ? •• as t"'"e vSe of n1draulic fracturing and other well stimulation activities brought to the 
fc"'r. a Ccas.a l Comrrission' s a~tention? If not, why? 
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/€ ge"" · € .' ope 'OJ , i I take the time to consider our concerns and look forward to your response..- --, - ,-,---- -- - ----···---·- ··- - · - ···-·-· ··o -·······or-· ···· ~- · ·~ ---···- _._ .... _ _..._ --- -- -··· , 
1anges the scope and intensity of the original additional well stimulation., tracking or otherwise, c~ 
ental review. In the cases for t hose permit permitted activity and requires additional environm 

l.t. 1 • d t d? W hat potentJ.al modifications approved within the last year, what adc 1 1ona revtew was con uc e . 
BSEE specifically determine w hether or not an environmental impacts did the BSEE consider? Did 
tpact Statement (EIS) was required? If not, why? Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmentallrr 
~loped welt stimulation techniques used offshore Does BSEE know definitively the current and newly devE 
r-----

r • • , • I I • .... .. , ...... ,...... on different ~eolo~ic .fonnations at rJ~LL - -- - L - • • • 
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blymember Das Williams, AD 37 

Assemblymember M ark Stone, AD 29 
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Sincerely, 
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Senator Fran Pavley, S 
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